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RECOGNIZING GRANT SAMPSON
FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK OF
EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Grant Sampson, a very
special young man who has exemplified the
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of
America, Troop 314, and in earning the most
prestigious award of Eagle Scout.

Grant has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
many years Grant has been involved with
scouting, he has not only earned numerous
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Grant Sampson for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

———

CELEBRATING THE MEMORY OF
BARBARA McNAIR

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, on Satur-
day, February 4, 2007, after a long battle with
throat cancer, pioneering singer and actress
Barbara McNair passed away. | rise today to
remember and memorialize this important
American.

Born March 4, 1934, in Racine, Wisconsin,
Ms. McNair began performing at an early age.
Encouraged by a family that saw her potential,
Barbara McNair began singing at 5 years old
in the local churches. She would later go on
to study at the American Conservatory of
Music in Chicago and thereafter attended the
University of California, Los Angeles, before
moving to New York City to pursue her dream
of becoming an entertainer.

A 1957 engagement at New York’s Village
Vanguard earned her the notice which would
eventually lead to her first Broadway perform-
ance in the play “The Body Beautiful” a year
later. She went on to star in the Broadway
musical “No Strings” in 1963. While Barbara
McNair continued to gain a following as a
nightclub singer throughout the early 1960s,
her big break came with a win on Arthur
Godfrey’s television show, Talent Scouts. Her
appearance on the show led to bookings at
The Purple Onion and the Cocoanut Grove.
Reviewing a nightclub appearance in late
1965, a New York Times writer commented
that the “strikingly beautiful” McNair “does not
have to depend on looks alone. She is a high-
ly knowledgeable performer who projects an
aura of beauty, a warm personality and an ap-
pealing sense of fun.” She soon became one
of the country’s most popular headliners and a
guest on such television variety shows as The
Steve Allen Show, Hullabaloo, The Bell Tele-

phone Hour, and The Hollywood Palace, while
recording for the Coral, Signature, and
Motown labels.

Towards the end of the 1960s, as opportuni-
ties were opening up for African-American
women in film and television, Barbara McNair
made her Hollywood acting debut in 1968 in
the film, “If He Hollers, Let Him Go.” The fol-
lowing year she starred with Elvis Presley in
his 1969 film “Change of Habit” and as Sid-
ney Poitier's wife in the 1970 film “They Call
Me MISTER Tibbs!” As she told the Wash-
ington Post in 1969, she found movie acting
“a more rewarding kind of work than singing.
When I'm working in a club, | must go from
one song to another rapidly and | don’t have
much time to express myself emotionally. In a
movie, you can concentrate on one scene at
a time.”

In 1969, Barbara McNair expanded her love
of performing onscreen by becoming the host
of her own syndicated variety series, The Bar-
bara McNair Show. While the show was on
the air for only two seasons, as one of the few
television shows of the period to have a black
host, it marked a tremendous step forward for
African-Americans in general and African-
American women in specific.

Barbara McNair retained a devoted following
and continued to perform until shortly before
her passing. While Ms. McNair is no longer
with us, her music and contributions to break-
ing down the race and gender barriers on tele-
vision live on.

———
BAINBRIDGE ISLAND JAPANESE

AMERICAN MONUMENT ACT OF
2007

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 6, 2007

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
| rise in support of H.R. 161, to adjust the
boundary of the Minidoka Internment National
Monument in Idaho to include the Nidoto Nai
Yoni (“Let it not happen again”) memorial.
This memorial commemorates the Japanese
Americans of Bainbridge Island, Washington,
who were the first to be forcibly removed from
their homes and relocated to internment
camps during World War 1.

In 1942, 120,000 people of Japanese an-
cestry were forcibly removed from their homes
and placed in internment camps—two-thirds of
these were American citizens, none of which
had ever shown disloyalty to the American
cause. Forced to live under harsh conditions,
the last internment camp closed 4 long years
later.

These innocent Americans were treated un-
justly by their own government during a time
of war, simply because of their national origin,
and such a crime against them must not go
unnoticed. The memorial is rightly named with
the words, “Let it not happen again,” for it is
important to remember the past mistakes of
our government in an effort to avoid future
ones.

As we recognize this, we must strive to en-
sure that all Americans know about these mis-
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takes to prevent their repetition. H.R. 161
helps accomplish this by requiring the Sec-
retary of the Interior to coordinate the develop-
ment of interpretive and educational materials
and programs regarding the Bainbridge Island
Japanese Americans.

In times of war it may be easy to get carried
away and put labels on those around us, as-
suming what their political ideals are based
solely on their national origin or religious back-
ground. But as we have seen in World War I,
such assumptions are unjust and can lead to
disastrous consequences for a group of indi-
viduals.

| thank my colleague, Mr. INSLEE, for intro-
ducing this important legislation, to ensure that
we never let such unjust practices occur in
this great Nation again. | urge my colleagues
to join me in supporting this resolution.

———

HONORING THE TOWN OF WOL-
COTT ON ITS 200TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 7, 2007

Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker,
| rise today in recognition of the 200th anniver-
sary of the town of Wolcott. This small town
rests on the shore of Lake Ontario and cur-
rently has a population just under 4,700.

Named after Gov. Oliver Wolcott of Massa-
chusetts, Wolcott was founded in 1807. The
original town of Wolcott included what are now
the present day towns of Huron, Rose, Butler,
and Wolcott. At that time, the area was part of
Seneca County.

In 1806, one of Wolcott’s first settlers, Jona-
than Melvin, purchased 500 acres in what
would eventually become the village of Wol-
cott. Mr. Melvin built a gristmill and sawmill
along with a frame house for his family, which
he painted black. Known to be a very gen-
erous man, Mr. Melvin donated land for the
construction of a local school and church.

One of the landmarks of Wolcott is the stat-
ue of Venus Rising from the Sea. In 1913 the
statue was placed at the four corners in Wol-
cott at the site of the old town pump. Con-
structed of cast iron, the fountain has been a
landmark in Wolcott for over eight decades.
Venus Rising from the Sea is one of only eight
such statues in America.

Production of iron was one of Wolcott's
early main industries. The town was one of
the two principle locations of the iron industry
for western New York. The Wolcott furnace
was located north of the village of Wolcott
along the west bank of Wolcott Creek, on
what is now Furnace Road. The Wolcott fur-
nace was put into operation in 1821. The iron
was formed into castings and hauled to Clyde,
once the Erie Canal was constructed and
began serving as the major transportation hub
for bringing Wayne County products to market.
The furnace remained operational until 1869
when the last run of iron making in Wolcott
was completed. Today, Wolcott’s main indus-
tries are fruit farming and food processing.

On behalf of the constituents of the 25th
District of New York, | congratulate the town of
Wolcott on its 200th anniversary.
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